Ezetimibe for lowering blood cholesterol.
Ezetimibe is the first drug in a new class called cholesterol absorption inhibitors. There is no evidence that ezetimibe will reduce rates of death or hospitalization. When it is taken alone or when it is added to existing statin therapy, ezetimibe can reduce serum cholesterol in patients who have an increased risk of future coronary artery disease. The safety and tolerability of ezetimibe alone or combined with a statin has not been established in trials beyond 12 weeks.